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the newcomers, owing to the limited material environ-
ment of the community, cannot be acquired without
displacing the old. It is specially true in the village
where material expansion is very slow. For instance,
the total amount of labour required for the land, under
the unchanged technique of production, is more or
less constant. The introduction of a young man to
the land means the displacement of an old man in the
working team.

This process is gradual but nevertheless the older
generation is retreating step by step. In the process,
knowledge and material objects are transmitted from
the old to the young, and the latter gradually takes over
at the same time his obligation towards the community
and the older generation. Here we find the problems
of education, inheritance and filial obligation.

5, EDUCATION

Children receive their education from their families.
Boys of fourteen begin to learn the technique of
agriculture from their fathers by practical instruction
and participation in the farm work. They become full
* workers before they are twenty. Girls learn the
technique of the silk industry, sewing and other house-
hold work from their mothers.

A few words may be added on the school education
in the village. The public school is conducted accord-
ing to general prescriptions of the Minister of Edu-
cation. The total term for attendance is six years.
Instruction is exclusively literary. If a child starts
his school days at six, he will still have enough time to
learn his main occupations, in agriculture and the silk
industry, after twelve. But in the past ten years, sheep
raising has become an important domestic industry.